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MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
PROBLEM: 


1. To prepare an estimate of the situation in Indo-China with 
particular reference to factors of any nature which would facilitate or 
hamper early and intensified action in this region by Communist forces. 


FACTS AND DISCUSSION: 


2. Reports indicate that Chinese Communist ground trocp deployment 
and movements in Southwestern China do not presage an imminent move 
ageinst Indo-China by those forces. On the contrary, 1¢ appears that the 
39th Chinese Commnist Army has moved out of the region bordering Indo- 
Ching, and that possibly two more -- the 38th and 45th -~ may be in the 
process of withdrawal. Even with the withdrawal of these troops, Communist 
strength in South China (approximately 100,000) would still provide ample 
capability for an attack against the French and Vietnam forces if such is 
contemplated, 





5. Wo significant build-up of air strength in South China has been 
reported. Construction work on airfields around Canton has been reported, 
as well as the arrival of some Chinese Communist maintenance personnél with 
Soviet supervisors. An unconfirmed report has been received of the con- 
struction of a flight strip near the Kwangsi-Tonkin border at Winghing-avid 
the rehabilitation of another strip at Poseh, approximately 50 miles from 
the border. Three airfields on Hainan Island are being improved by con- 
struction gangs. Thies may indicate preparations for future operations 
ageinst Indo-China or merely the strengthening of Communist air defenses, 
No target dates for completion have been reported. 


4, Viet Minh forees are reportedly being trained at Wenshan and 
Chennankuan in South China near the Tonking-Kwangsi border. Reports’ ine: 
dicate that these forces have been receiving relatively large amounts of 
military supplies and light arms from Communists in China. 


5. - There have been reports of Soviet advisors in South China and on 
Hainan Island, he 

& Unconfirmed reports indicate that two Chinese Communist divisions 
mey be in the process of infiltrating Indo-China for possible integration 
into Ho's forces. An agreement has been reported which provides that Viet- 
namese and Chinese troops will wear the uniform of the country in which they 
are stationed, . 
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7. Sixty-five hundred to 8,000 Viet Minh troops and twelve 75mm 
guns have been reported in the vicinity of Laokay, a French border post in 
North Tonkin. Viet Minh harassing tactics contimme against the French in 
the Red River and Mekong Deltas. Large concentrations of Ho Chi Minh's 
forces have been reported 40-50 miles north of Hanoi and 3,000 have been re- 
ported gust south of the Red River Delta, ' 


8. The conquest of Indo-China probably has first priority among the 
nations of Southeast Asia because of (a) its geographie location adjacent 
to China, and (b) the military potential of Ho Chi Minh's forces. From 
the economic point of view, the principal attraction of Indo-China is its 
large surplus of rice. 


9. If a successful attack against Taiwan appears improbable to the 
Chinese Communists, an attack ageinst Indo-China would be consistent with 
Soviet strategy of over-extending the United States and other Western 
nations involved in Korea. ° 


. 10. The relative weakness of the French and Vietnam eeeea as well 
as the political instabllity of the Bao Dai Gevernment, may serve as an 
invitation te active aggression by the Chinese Communists. 


11. On the other hand, the unity of the U.S., France, and the U.K. 
may act as a deterrent te open Chinese Communist aggression against Indo- 
Chine, The racial animosity between the Chinese and Indo-Chinese may also 
act as a deterrent to open Chinese invasion by arousing nationalistic resent— 
ment among Ho Chi Minh's followers, 


12. The rainy season is now at ite height with maximum temperatures 
in northern Indo-China. This season is also the beginning of the growing 
season for rice, which is harvested principally in December, January, and 
February. General climatic conditions would favor an invasion in the 
autumn rather than.at present. Vehicular transportation over the poor road 
system is particularly difficult during the rainy season, 


13. There have been many indications of a long-range build-up plan 
for Viet Minh ferces, accompanied by Ho's propaganda that he means to 
"liberate! Indo-China from foreign oppression. His representatives have 
reportedly conferred with Lin Piao and the governors of Kwangsi and Kwang- 
tung Provinces relative to training and arms supply. 


14, Thus far, the Commnist pattern (including Korea) has been to 
naintain the appearance of legality for aggressive moves by staging them 
within a national framework as purely internal struggles for "liberation." 


15. On the basis of avallable intelligence, mech of which is frag- 
mentary and unconfirmed, the following conclusions have been made? 


a. An open invasion of Indo-China by Chinese Communist forces 
does not seem likely at present. It is believed that the technique of 


TOP SECRET 











ca en enn cnr in tem 











ee nterrnrneent rte a eet ee ere 


LA 


@ TOP SECRET S 


aiding Ho Chi Minh by training, arms supply, and even integration of 
some Chinese Communist troops into his force, is more likely to be 
employed to achieve the objective of conquering Indo-China, 


be It is estimated thet the Viet Minh forces are building up 
for a large-scale attack to seize full power in Indo-China, but that the 
launching of this attack is not planned for the immediate future. Autumn 
1950 is consider ed a,probable starting date. In the meantime, He will 
probably continue to take short term steps to improve his general positioca. 
These ateps will include the liquidation of thinly held Trench posts in 
Tonking and along the Vietnam coast. 


16. his item will not be included in the Dally Staff Digest. 


AgELoM: 
17. For information of the Director of Intelligence, U.S.A.F. 
COORDINATION: | | 
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